Isolation and characterization of nerve growth factor from Vipera lebetina (snake) venom.
Nerve growth factor from Vipera lebetina venom was purified by gel filtration and ion exchange chromatography steps. The NGF preparation obtained is a glycoprotein with weak arginine esterase activity. It hydrolyzes benzoylarginine ethyl ester (BAEE). Vipera lebetina NGF consists of multiple forms of protein with pI in the interval 9-10.5. All isoforms have identical molecular weights of 32,500.